
Green  
legislation: how  
to keep up 

Much of what we’ve covered in this guide to going green 
is things you could do – and we hope you wil l  do them!

At the same time, every food and drink business has to 
be on top of the things it  must  do.  The need to tackle 
cl imate change and other environmental challenges 
means new laws and regulations relating to these are 
l ikely to come down the l ine.  Covid-19 also led to the 
introduction of new guidance for businesses.
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Legislation to  
have on your radar
The problem with legislation is that it  changes! I f  we tel l  you 
the current laws affecting waste or emissions,  they may not 
be current in a year f  rom now. But here are a few legal issues 
that should be on your radar.

The Landfill Ban
With an original target of 2021,  the Scottish Government is 
going to ban biodegradable municipal waste going to landfi l l  
by 2025,  which has implications for business and public sector 
al ike.  

The Deposit Return Scheme
The Scottish Parl iament has passed into law the  
Deposit Return Scheme which wil l  come into force in  
July 2022.  It  wil l  apply to online retai lers as well  as physical  
retai lers and hospital ity outlets.  So if  you operate in these 
sectors,  it  wil l  affect you. It  applies to drinks containers made 
of aluminium, steel ,  glass and PET plastic.  Follow progress 
here.

Plastic Packaging tax
The UK Government's plans to introduce a new tax on the 
manufacture and  import of plastic packaging containing less 
than 30%  recycled plastic are underway.  The tax is expected 
to take effect from Apri l  2022.  

Covid-19:  keeping people safe
During the Covid-19 pandemic,  the Scottish 
Government guidance for the manufacturing  sector 
changed and it  may continue to do so throughout 
the different stages of lockdown and re-opening.

Check the Scottish Government’s Covid-19 guidance 
pages regularly to ensure you are up-to-date with 
the latest .
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https://www.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://depositreturnscheme.zerowastescotland.org.uk/scheme-design


Where to check  
for new legislation
Food safety
Food Standards Scotland’s website can tel l  you the latest 
guidance and rules on food safety – whether you’re a smoked 
f  ish producer wanting to know more about l isteria,  to 
guidance on vacuum packing or cross contamination.

Waste
Zero Waste Scotland has FAQs on waste regulations.  I f   
change is in the pipeline,  this can be a good place to f  ind 
answers to your own questions.

Water
Some businesses are affected by Water Byelaws  
without even knowing it  – Scottish Water has information 
on this ,  and a self-assessment form to help you tel l  i f   
you’re compliant .

General guidance
NetRegs offers environmental guidance for businesses in 
Scotland and Northern Ireland. Its website has a section 
specif  ical ly for food and drink manufacturers,  with 
information on anything f  rom carbon reduction to transport 
to waste to water.  

Food and drink manufacturing guidance

Its Self-Assessment Tool will help you check your 
environmental compliance and is completely anonymous. It 
also has a mobile app which delivers checklists specif  ic to your 
business type.

Have your say 
Keep an eye on the Scottish Government’s open  
consultations webpage and take the opportunity have 
your say on anything relevant . 

Other places to look
It ’s  fair  to say that some of the information above can be 
very technical and detailed;  while other information is 
quite general – aimed at al l  businesses or al l  food and drink 
businesses large and small  – so it ’s  hard to tel l  how it  applies 
to you.

So,  i f  you operate in a specif ic sector -  whether it ’s  baking or 
meat or something else – your own trade association should 
usually be a good source of practical ,  relevant information on 
upcoming regulations. 
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https://www.foodstandards.gov.scot/business-and-industry/industry-specific-advice/manufacturers
https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/content/waste-scotland-regulations-faqs
https://www.scottishwater.co.uk/en/Business-and-Developers/Byelaws-and-Trade-Effluent/Water-Byelaws/Helping-You-Comply
http://netregs.enetassess.com/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fAssess%2fCandidate%2fDefault.aspx
https://www.netregs.org.uk/tools/mobile-app/
https://www.netregs.org.uk/tools/mobile-app/
https://consult.gov.scot/consultation_finder/?sort_on=iconsultable_modifieddate&sort_order=descending&advanced=1&tx=&st=&in=Environment+and+Climate+Change&de=
https://consult.gov.scot/consultation_finder/?sort_on=iconsultable_modifieddate&sort_order=descending&advanced=1&tx=&st=&in=Environment+and+Climate+Change&de=
https://www.netregs.org.uk/business-sectors/food-and-drink-manufacture/



